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July 12, 1947 


Tho Honorable Certer Hansace 
U. S. Bouse of Jepresentitives 
1306 Hew House Office Sullding 
Washington, 25, D. GC. 


My dear Congrcesmsn anaseos 


I. have diseussed with Admiral Hillenkoetter the alte 
native orovisions regarding the position of rector of Centrel 
Intelligence as contemplated in the unification bill. 


It is felt that the firat proposal, which orovides amiy 
for a civilian Director, would be unfortunate, for resasora set 
forth below. : 


The second alternative provides that the flrat idreator 
muy be apcointed from the armed services, but that subsequent’ 
Directors ahall be agcointed from civilian life. Aa in the first 
prososal, this appears to place an unfortounate restriction upon 
the Presidential -owers of appointment, The President should be 
allowed to axereise his diserstion in appointing the best availandla 
Director, either frea civilien or silitary life, depending w20A the 
qualificaticns of personnel available at the tine of ep ointnent. 
The necessity of Senate sonfirsation of the Direstor would 
aliminate the possibility of a poor selection; and the Senate in 
its discretion would orebably reject appointees froa the arned 
services if they cere continually retated Por short tours of duty. 
Lf at some tine in the future, we were plunged into another war, 
the sost qualified appointee aight well be « ressrve officer sho 
hed entered on active duty from civilian iifs. The proposed res—- 
triction would prevent dis apsointaent by the President. Such a 
Limitation would have prevented the appointeamnt of the Dirsstor of 
the Office of Strategis Services during the peat wer. 


fhe third alternative provides that the first Director ney 
be appointed from civilian or military life, but ankes no szroviaion 
for the aprvointment of any subsequent Directer. If thia alternative 
ig adopted, this defact should be corrected, 
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